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Antiviral Activity of Favipiravir
Against Henipaviruses

Nipah virus (NiV) and Hendra virus are recently emerged bat-borne paramyxoviruses of the
Henipavirus genus which cause severe acute respiratory and encephalitic diseases in humans.
The case-fatality rate ranges from 40-90%, depending on the size of the outbreak. Currently, no
vaccines or therapeutics are approved for use in humans. Favipiravir (T-705) is an RNA-
dependent RNA polymerase inhibitor that has been approved for use against influenza virus in
Japan and has displayed broad-spectrum efficacy against multiple RNA viruses (including filo-,
arena- and bunyaviruses). Here, we demonstrate the in vitro activity of T-705 against
henipaviruses and in vivo efficacy in a small animal model for NiV.
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