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Dr. Anna Babakhanyan, who received a Ph.D. from the Department of Tropical Medicine, Medical 
Microbiology and Pharmacology, was awarded a postdoctoral fellowship from the Northern Pacific 
Global Health Program to conduct clinical field research in Yaoundé, Cameroon in 2013 and in 2014, 
she was the recipient of the prestigious “Centennial Award” from the American Society of Tropical 
Medicine and Hygiene to conduct research in Kenya. Mother-to-child transmission of HIV has declined 
dramatically, but HIV-exposed uninfected children have higher morbidity and mortality compared to 
infants born to HIV-uninfected mothers in low- and middle-income countries. Dr. Babakhanyan’s 
research focuses on the impact of HIV on immunity to Plasmodium falciparum malaria in pregnant 
women and neonates. Her long-term research goal is to develop interventions for malaria and HIV by 
identifying host mechanisms that mediate protection and immunological memory. 
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