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A. Personal Statement 
My major research interest is the role of infection in the etiology of cancer.  Human papillomavirus (HPV) is 
a major research focus. I have been involved in epidemiologic studies of HPV in both men and women and 
run an HPV testing laboratory.  I am currently the PI of a CDC-funded study of HPV detection in men, Co-
Investigator of an NCI-funded cohort study of HPV in females, and was previously the Project Leader of an 
NIH-funded investigation of the natural history of HPV in men.  I am the Co-PI of the Hawai‘i Tumor 
Registry (HTR), which is part of the Surveillance Epidemiology and End Results Program of the National 
Cancer Institute. The HTR monitors trends in cancer incidence and mortality in the state and maintains a 
repository of cancer tissue specimens for research.  I developed the Cancer Center’s Pathology Core 
laboratory, which provides histology and pathology services to support basic, epidemiologic, translational, 
and clinical research studies utilizing human tissue. 
 
A. Positions and Honors.  

Positions and Employment 
1988-1989 Intern, Connecticut Department of Health Services, Hartford, CT 
1989 Assistant-in-Research, Perinatal Epidemiology Unit, Yale University School of Medicine, 

New Haven, CT 
1989-1991 HIV/AIDS Test Counselor, New Haven Health Department, New Haven, CT  
1990-1991 HIV/AIDS Health Care Planner, New Haven Health Department, New Haven, CT 
1991-1994 Research Associate IV/Outreach Coordinator, Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, Honolulu, 

HI 
1992-1993 Research Assistant (part-time), Queen’s Medical Center, Honolulu, HI 
1994-1998 Graduate Assistant, Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
1998-1999 Research Associate V/Study Coordinator, Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
1999-present Director, Hawaii Tumor Registry, Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
2002-present Assistant Researcher & Professor, Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
2009-present Adjunct Assistant Professor of Pathology, Department of Pathology, John A. Burns School 

of Medicine, Honolulu, Hawaii 
2010-present Associate Researcher & Professor, Cancer Center of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
 

 
Honors

1994-97 Meiji Endowment for Research Training 
1994-98 National Cancer Institute National Research Training Award 
1999 Delta Omega Honor Society in Public Health 
2004-10 Grant Reviewer, National Cancer Institute Special Emphasis Panels  
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C. Research Support. 
Ongoing Research Support 
CDC MM-1132-10/10 (Hernandez)       09/29/09-09/30/11 
Evaluation of genital self-sampling methods for HPV detection in males                                            
The major goals of this project are to evaluate self-sampling methods for HPV DNA detection in males. 
Role:  PI 
 
NCI U54 CA143727 (Vogel)       9/1/09 – 8/31/14 
University of Guam/Cancer Research Center of Hawaii Partnership – Guam Cancer Registry 
This project is a cancer registry core to this institutional partnership that will provide technical consultation and 
operational support to the Guam Cancer Registry and to build capacity to support the partnership’s research 
enterprise.  Role: Co-Investigator 
 
NCI N01 PC35137 (Goodman)   8/1/03 – 7/31/17  
Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results 
The major goal of this project is to collect information on all new cancer diagnoses in Hawaii, as part of the 
SEER program, for utilization in epidemiological research.  Role:  Co-Principal Investigator 
 
NCI 3P30 CA071789-12S7 (Wong)      9/29/09 – 9/28/11 
Research in Hepatocellular Carcinoma 
A primary aim of this research effort is to identify and develop multivariate mRNA and microRNA expression 
signatures for the early-diagnosis of liver cancer in virally-infected tissue; the prediction of survival and 
recurrence after surgical resection and liver transplantation; and deeper insight into the network biology of 
carcinogenesis and progression in liver cancer.  Role: Co-Investigator 
 
CDC U58 DP000835 (Buenconsejo-Lum)     6/30/07 – 6/29/12 
USAPIN Pacific Regional Central Cancer Registry 
The major goal of this project is to establish a cancer registry for the Territories of American Samoa and 
Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Republic of 
Palau, and Federated States of Micronesia in order to collect information on all new cancer diagnoses. 
Role:  Epidemiologist 
 
NCI R01 CA077318 (Goodman)   6/3/05 – 3/31/11 (nce)   
Diet and Duration of Cervical HPV Infection 
The major goal of this project is to evaluate dietary and plasma micronutrient levels and immune 
characteristics that influence the persistence of human papillomavirus (HPV) infection of the cervix. 
Role:  Co-Investigator 
 
NCI P30 CA71789 (Carbone) 7/1/05 – 6/30/11 (ce) 
Cancer Research Center of Hawaii  
The major goal of this project is to continue to lower cancer incidence and improve the care of cancer 
patients in Hawaii and elsewhere by attempting to understand reasons for the remarkable ethnic-related 
cancer associations found in the region.  Role:  Pathology Shared Resource Director 
 
NCI P01 CA33619 (Kolonel)       9/30/09-8/31/11 
Molecular Epidemiology of Nutrition and Cancer in the Multiethnic Cohort Study 
This study’s goal is to take advantage of the newly established Multiethnic Cohort Study biorepository to 
conduct biomarker studies of cancer etiology and survival (using blood, DNA, and urine samples) in the 
Multiethnic Cohort Study. Role: Co-Core B Director 
  
Completed Research Support 
Merck & Co. Investigators Studies Program (Hernandez)   8/1/08 – 06/30/10 
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Transmission of Human Papillomavirus in Male-Female Couples 
The major goals of this project are 1) to measure the rate and probability of HPV transmission between 
male-female partners; 2) to measure the seroprevalence and seroincidence of IgG to major HPV types in 
male-female partners; and 3) to examine the relationship of HPV IgG with acquisition of infection. 
Role:  PI 
 
NCRR P20 RR018727-01 (Yanagihara)  9/30/03 – 6/30/08 
Molecular Epidemiology and Natural History of Human Papillomavirus Infection in Men. 
The major goal of this research project is to understand the molecular epidemiology and natural history of 
HPV infection in men.  Role:  Project Leader 
 
CRCH Developmental Funds (Kaopua/Hernandez)  7/15/08 – 12/31/09 
Human Papillomavirus Infection and Barriers to Cervical Cancer Control in American Samoa. 
The major goals of this pilot project are 1) to determine the feasibility of conducting a population-based 
survey of the genotype-specific prevalence of cervical HPV infection among females 18+ in American 
Samoa and 2) to develop and pilot a survey in English and Samoan languages to determine its feasibility in 
evaluating influences on utilization of HPV vaccination and cervical cytology screening in American Samoa. 
Role:  Co-Principal Investigator 
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